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Abstract:

This talk will present materials from Shane Martin and Kaare W. Strom, /Legislative Assemblies/ (Oxford
University Press, 2023). National assemblies in democratic societies face the dual challenges of capacity
and accountability. The structures, powers, and procedures through which national legislatures meet (or
do not meet) these challenges are shaped by and serve the critical actors in these assemblies: members,
(party) leaders, and voters. We develop a conceptual framework through which we identify the challenges
of capacity and accountability and develop three ideal types of national assemblies: the members'
assembly, the leaders' assembly, and the voters' assembly. Analyzing data from the 68 largest democracies
globally as of 2015-16, we score each assembly (or its lower chamber) on each of these indices. We then
examine the effects of these institutional variations, as well as proxies for voter sentiment, on incumbent
re-election rates 2000-18.
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